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God fails not, for the glory of his holy name, to raise to himself faithful
ministers to revive the same in the hearts of many.   Having, by the perfect
crucifixion of the old man in their hearts, and the gift of prayer prepared
them to become vessels of his grace, he replenishes them with the spirit
of his apostles, that they may be qualified to conduct others in the paths
of heroic virtue, in which the Holy Ghost was himself their interior Master.
One of these instruments of the divine mercy was St Vincent of Paul.
He was a native of Poui, a village near Acqs, in Gascony, not far from the
Pyrenaean mountains.    His parents, William of Paul and Bertranda of
Morass, occupied a very small farm, of which they were the proprietors;
and upon the produce of which they brought up a family of four sons
and two daughters.   The children were brought up in innocence, and inured
from their infancy to the most laborious part of country labour.   But Vincent,
the third son, gave extraordinary proofs of his wit and capacity, and from
his infancy showed a seriousness and an affection for holy prayer far beyond
his age.   He spent a great part of his time in that exercise when he was
employed in the fields to keep the cattle.    That he might give to Christ,
in the persons of the poor, all that was in his power, he deprived himself
of his own little conveniences and necessaries for that purpose, in what-
ever it was possible for him to retrench from his own use.    This early
fervent consecration of himself to God, and these little sacrifices, which
may be compared to the widow's two mites in the gospel, were indications
of the sincere ardour with which he began to seek God from the first
opening of his reason, to know and love him; and were doubtless a means
to draw down upon him, from the author of these graces, other greater
blessings.   His father was determined, by the strong inclinations of the
child to learning and piety, and the quickness of his parts, to procure him
a school education.   He placed him first under the care of the Cordeliers,
or Franciscan friars, at Acqs, paying for his board and lodging the small
pension of sixty French livres, that is, not six pounds English, a year.

Vincent had been four years at the schools when Mr Commet, a gentle-
man of that town, being much taken with his virtue and prudence, chose
him sub-preceptor to his children, and enabled him to continue his studies
without being any longer a burden to his parents. At twenty years of age,
in 1596, he was qualified to go to the university of Toulouse, where he
spent seven years in the study of divinity, and commenced bachelor in
that faculty. In that city he was promoted to the holy orders of sub-
deacon and deacon in 1598, and of priesthood in 1600, having received
the tonsure and minor orders a few days before he left Acqs. He seemed
already endowed with all those virtues which make up the character of a
worthy and zealous minister of the altar; yet he knew not the full extent
of heroic entire self-denial by which a man becomes dead and crucified to
all inordinate self-will; upon which perfect self-denial are engrafted the